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Before my daughter was removed from her mother’s home, I saw her on a weekly to monthly basis throughout her life.  We enjoyed camping, fishing, swimming, and had a very close relationship.  She always called me daddy.

I was notified of the removal by Child Protective Services just one hour after Angelica was placed in foster care.  I was angry with her mother and heartbroken at the same time, but I was also willing to do anything to get custody of Angelica.  I was not given much information so I had to pursue things myself, and with help and education from NewDay Services, I was able to speed up the process.  

I saw a sign, “Bringing Back the Dads” on a wall and asked the investigator about the program.  She referred me to Gene Thomas in Family Group Decision Making, and Gene referred me to David Taylor at New Day Services.  I wasn’t sure what their classes had to offer, but figured since they were having food and helping with gas I would give it a chance.  After a few weeks I realized they had a lot of tools to offer to better my fathering skills and to help fathers navigate the system.

I first began to see improvements at 2 to 4 weeks into the program.  I was spending more quality time with Angelica, and noticed the caseworker and courts had a different attitude about my involvement with her.  My visits with Angelica slowly progressed from 1-2 hours to 6-12 hours weekly, then eventually to unsupervised over-night visits.  I now have temporary managing conservatorship of Angelica, and recently my oldest daughter Angelina moved in with me also.

I have gone from a part-time dad to a full-time dad.  I have become a lot closer to my children and have learned to become more responsible for them.  I feel that without the help of NewDay Services I would not have regained temporary custody of Angelica so quickly, or at all.  They gave me the tools and education I needed to navigate the child welfare system.  I would like to thank each and every person that was involved in helping me regain custody of my child.

